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The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 and the demise of the bipolar security 
systems in Europe raised the issue of the nature and importance of a new security 
system that would help to guarantee Europe's future.  Several recent publications deal 
directly with this and related issues.  Gülnur Aybet's "A European Security 
Architecture after the Cold War:  Questions of Legitimacy" is arguably the single best 
treatment of the process of transition of NATO, and other security institutions, in 
Western Europe into the foundations for a broader European security organization.  
Ms. Aybet notes that the process occurred in three stages between 1990 and 1995.  
First came the need to redefine European security, including NATO's mission and 
relevance to the new situation in Europe and to gain acceptance for these views.  Both 
the Gulf War and the conflicts in former Yugoslavia helped to solidify the view that 
the existing Western security community and its institutions should be expanded to 
incorporate other parts of the continent.   
The second stage followed directly from the first and was characterized by emphasis 
on the importance of interlocking security institutions - NATO, WEU, OCSE, and the 
emerging EU foreign and security policy - and their transition from a commitment to 
collective defense to collective security.  The third stage, more or less complete by 
1995, was the acceptance within both the old and the expanded community of the 
legitimacy of  the new commitment to collective security.  The author concludes her 
persuasive analysis by noting "that no matter how flawed the collective security 



system mapped out in 1992, in reality the western security community has indeed 
acquired legitimacy in terms of a Gramscian hegemony, and it has been able to 
project this through a system of interlocking institutions." (p. 256).  
 


